Appendix B: Interview preamble
Interviewers approached potential respondents using the preamble outlined below. Respondents were selected based on answering the questions affirmatively:
" Excuse me, can you tell me if you are in court facing charges today?
" Is this the first time you have been to court about these charges? I have something here in writing that explains the research.
We are interviewing about 900 people who were arrested to find out about their experience with the police. We do not record names or addresses as part of the survey, and you will not be able to be identified. We are just interested in your story. What you tell us will be strictly confidential, and nobody else will have access to it. You don't have to do the interview if you don't want to, and you don't have to answer every question if you don't want to.
The interview should take about 15 minutes of your time this morning.
" Are you willing to participate in an interview?
" Have you got time now?
" Before we go ahead, are you represented by a lawyer here today?
" Are they here with you?
" I'd just like to ask the permission of your lawyer as well, so that they know why I'm talking with you.
